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Publick Faſting and Humiliation, incenfide- 
ration of the late Dreadful Fire. (> ES 


IZ # 
— .» #: —— 


By CHR, FLOWER, Maſter of Arts, and Rector h 
| of St Margaret Loathbury, London. Hi 


CE —_—_ 


—— 


LONDON, 


| Printed for Nath, Brooke, at the Sign of the Angel in 
 . - - Cornhill, MDCLXIX. 


_ 


To the Right Honourable Sir Same! 
_ .» Starling Knight, Lord Mayor of the 
City of London, and the Honourable 
'Court of Aldermen. 


Right Honourable, 


Hrough the Condu@ of Divine 

' Providence having attain'd the 

place of my Nativity, ſome few 

: days before the Anniverſary Faſt 

for that Dreadful Fire, Nigro Carbone No- 

tandus, which cannot be markt with too black 

a coal; being defir'd by a Reverend Brother 

of mine in th: Miniſtry to Preach for him on 

{ the fore-mentioned day, never to be forgot- 

ten : Though my unpreparedneſs for ſo great 

a Task might have furniſhed me with a de- 

nyal, yet I entertaind the motion, having 

only that of the Divine Proverbialiſt to A- 

pologize for ry Preſumption (if it may me- 
rit ſuch an Appellation) * The preparations*Pto.is.» 

_ of the beart are in man, but the Anſwer of 

A3 the 


The Epilthe Dediewory 


the tongue is from the Lord. Having ſpoke 

a word in ſeaſon, as it was thought, and be- 

ing defir'd to Publiſh it ; how could I, ha- 
wing received ſo great a wound in my Tow 
porals, but; ſhelter 'my (elf, and this weak 
Birth of my Brain under your. Honours Pa- 
tronage , Thoſe Stars of the greateſt Mag- 
nitude that ſhine ſo bright in the Firmament 

of the Metropoljs-of :this Nationy- whoſe 

care and vigilancy bath been ſo influential 

to the carrying on . of the re-ediſying' of it 

even to Admiration ; That a City, Jo-great 

a City ſhould be burnt down in. three days, 

and re-built in reſpe& of the Diamond in the 

Ring of the Ornamentals of it, the Royal 
Exchange, and in reſpeSt of the chief Streets 

. of tt, within the ſpace of three years (I had 
almoſt ſaid two years) and a little more 3. this 
cannot but create wonder in all that ſhall 
either (ee it, or hear of it : As if that in the 

* Cap.r- Prophet Iſaiah * were now fulfiI'd in a good 
ſenſe, every one helped his Neighbour, and 
every one ſaid to his Brother, be of good 
courage 3 $o the Carpenter encourag'd the 
Gold- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Gold{mith, and be that {mootheth with the 
Hammer him: that ſmote the Anvil, It aying, tt 
is ready for the Sodering, and be faſined it 
with Nails, ſo that it could not be moved. 
And think, it no (mall thing to be inſtruments 
in Gods hand to make up thoſe Breaches in 
our Ruinated Jeruſalem, which our fins have 
made. You may ſuppoſe me, Noble Senators, 
if you pleaſe, to preſent you with a Sprig of 
Roſemary in one hand, and a Branch of Lau- 
rel in the other, or if you will, to preſent you 
with the City inits Ruines and Aſhes, and 
like a Phoenix gloriouſly riſing out of them. 
May it never be ſaid, that the Re-buiJders 
of it held a Trowel in one hand, and a Sword 

| inthe other, but may a Continuation of Peace 
Crown the endeavours of all thoſe that are 
employ d in ſo Noble” an Enterpriſe. This is 
his hearty, and daily Prayer, who is 


Yours Honours moſt humble 
Servant in Chriſt , 
Chr. Flower.. 
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MALACHT IV. 5. 


And bebol I will ſerid Elijah the Prophet, 
before the Coming of the Great and Dread- 


oft Day of the Lord. 
9% on &. T1 ICT 663-3 Ge 
4 Ob thers are that” haytrbang! theſe ſe morde of 
| #'Confitiz 6f Chrift in the Fleſh , whileht 
we it was a Day of Salvation to God's People, 
Like rune do was ara ec _ [ol bo of 
t em at refent as they relate to the day o 
aa if we conſule the' anſwer: Neth ue 
a ve ro Eſ4ras, enquiring, of him about the' "day of 
| -we ſhall find this to 'part'of it; And there 
ſhall Pires break, forth in many placet,  1hiope then F need 
not "Apologize for my ſelf, becauſe [- have made choice” 
of chisfub e&; as if a Word? not in Seaſon. * 
" Nowthe ewo: Colorins ori which I intend to bujld the 
StryRture' of my enſuing diſcourſe, arc only' the*two Epi- 
thetes' herein the Text given the Holy Ghoſt to the 
Day of the Lord; of which I ſhall ſpeak fir {ererally, and 
_ jointly in the Application; kay 
B 
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The day of the Lord is here tiled, Dies magnws, the 
Great day,and that not without great reafon : For then there 
ſhall be ſuch a Convention , ſuch a huge meeting as never 
ws beforg that day, and never will be after it; 

For 1. Chriſt ſhall come from Heaven with Power and 
great Glory, as he himſelf exprefleth it, Lake 21.-27. Saint 
Pawl ſays as much, - Tites 2.;ver. 13. Looking for that bleſſed 
hope, and the glagious\ appearing of the great God, and our Sa» 
piowr Jeſws Chriſt, The firſt coming of Chriſt was in Hu- 
mility. The ſecond time he ſhall come: as the Great God 
with Power, and great Glory, All things ſhall be ſubje& 
unto him, He ſhall/have hisjfeer apol} the netk of all Rule, 
of all Authority, and of ali Power : And the knces, of all 
things in Heaven, in Earth, and under the Eerth ſhall how 
ehiv1 10 him? and evety Yongue clnfeſ3 him tH be the Dots, 
rke Gloty of 'Gvd. the Father, as. Saint Pawii hath ir, 
Phil, » 11. : HAT 

2. All the Angels ſhall be preſent, attending like ſo many 
Courtiersupon him ; for he himſelf hath- ſaid it, The Son 


men ſoa cop, n hixrGlery apa the Boy ne wit 
Fam ar 5, te thall noticave ane. my him i H 
ven... The yaſt Regions of the Air that chat multitude 
ceds fill ! Oh what a brave, glorious, great day mt that 
needs; be ,, when. ſo many /g/orions Sx ſhall, hinc'ho the . 
mt, and. among, and, above them all, Chriſt the 
of \ Kighteaxſmeſs.!: - Some, think. the Angels, at.that day 
willbear -bim aloft. with their natural ſtrength, as, on, their 
xs that his Glory and Powcr might be the more:vis 
) MK grexer tereour of the wicked, . . 

3. All the Ele& will be preſent with him in glorious glo- 
riaed Bodics, as his Children, and dcardlt Friend, accord- 
ing, tp, ©. Prophecy gf Enach, mentioned by, Saint, Jade, 
Bebold zbg Lord comes with ten, thouſand of bis Saints : that 
Ts, with an innumerable company, who-cogcther wich Chriſt 
ſhall judge the world, go 

| 4. 
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4. Before him on that day ſhall be gathered all Nations, 
Mat. 25. 32, even a$ many as ever were born into the world 
from the beginning to the end of it: Then ſhall Adamſee all 
his off-fpring at once, none ſhall be exempted from ap- 
pearing atthis general Aſſizes ; neither ſhall any appear by 
Proxy, but every one in perfon z neither ſhall men'only, 
bur all the Legions of the Devils,how many foever they be, 
they ſhall then appear, and that (as it is thought) in 'a 
corporcal ſhape tobe ſeen, Lord ! what a great, wender- 
fn}, ftupendious fight muſt that needs be, to ſee the whole 
Hemiſphere above embroidered with Gaints and Angels 
reaching unto Heaven; 'and beneath an innumerable mul- 
titude of the Damned covering the face of the Earth far and 
near, howling, and weeping, and fighing : but in the midſt 
of theſe two vaſt Bodies wonderfully rallied rogether,Chriſt 
the Judge. Ought not this to be filed a Great day? who 
ever ſawat any time ſuch a Convention, ſuch a Meeting, 
ſuch an Aﬀembly ? Great, confeſſedly great will this day 
of Jeſree/ be, that is, of the Seed of God; for Chriſt ſhall 
then ſeparate his Seed from the Seed of the Devil, As in 
an Amphitheatre, ſuch as the Romans had, innumerable ſpe- 
Qators fate round about it above, and below on the floor 
were the poor perſons condemned to be'devoured by Beaſts, 
ruefully expeRting them to be turn'd looſe upon them. 
Thus all the Saints will be as ſo many ſpe@ators plac'd in 
the Region of the Afr above ; but on the Earth the Dam- 
ned that are by the Devils (when the ſentence ſhall be gi- 
ven) to be drag*d to Hell. 

2. It may be call'd the Great Day, becauſe on that day 
bufinefs of the greateſt Concernment ſhall be Tranſlated, 
Not about the Afﬀeairs of one fingle Empire, or of ſome 
certain Kingdoms, but the work of that 42y will be about, 
the bufineſs of the whole World: About the chiefeſt and 
eternal Good, about the chiecfeſt and cternal Evil, Ar rhat- 
day it will be known what condition every particular ow 
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{ſon ſhall abide, and continoe-in to all Eternity, For then 
as the Tree falls, whether toward the South, or joward the 
North, in. the place where the Tree :falls there it ſhall be, 
Ecclel 11.,3. Which denotes-an ,Etcrnity of Bliſs or Tor- 
ment.. __.. Par. i : 

3. It may be call'd the Great Day, becauſe that day will 
comprehend the paſt days of all Ages : it will be as a Re- 
capitulation of all days, from the firſt day that ever*dawn'd, 
and on it, as in the Iaſt Scene.of a Comedy, whatſoever at 
any -time,was. afted on the Stage of the World, (hall then 
be ecbibired to view. * 


1, Forall the a&ions of mortals ſhall be laid gpen, and 
ſurvey'd as at one view; There is not an idle word, but 
we. ſhall give 3n account of it, Mat, 12, 36. Saint Pasl 
rag hat. farther then this, Row. 2.16. In that day 

: od ſhelf judge - T& xgpT]e Tay axrlgwray. The [ſecrets of 

2. Thoſe Thduphts, Words, and ARjons ſhall be exami- 

ned by Chrjſt— - | 
+ - Quem Iatebit nil occultym, 

; ; Nec relinguet quid inultum ; 
as ohe bach it : Who will ſur no Perſon, or Thing to cf 
cape his.moſt exa Scrutiny. | | 

-3. Every one ſhall be rewarded by Chriſt according to 
what he hath a&cd-in the Fleſh, Then the Lord will 0- 
pen his Treafutes both of Rewards - and Puniſhments, 
which. he heaped up together 4i1l that day ; + then to be 
diftributed ;' hence is that, Det. 32, 32. 1s not this laid up 
in ſtore with me, and ſcaled up among .my Treaſures ? A 
Treaſure, you know, is a "great heap, or heaps of Moncy 
that hath been a-great while a gathering ; and ſuch are the 
ations of men, and the deſerts of them Jockt up from the 
beginning of the world in the' mind and memory of Al. 
mighty God, which he.will open on that day, and reward 
every one according to his doings. Saint Peter calls _ 
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day the day of Reſtitution of all things, ſaying, that the Hca.. 
ven muſt receive Chriſt, dxg: xg5vor dToxa]erdorus nar]or;yj]] 
the times of Reſtitution of all things, Ads 3. 21. meaning, 
he ſhall then reſtore whatſoever any committed to him, or' 
depoſited as in his hand, The Apoſtle ufing that Expref: - 
fion, minds me of Razis, of whom we may read in the 
2, Book of Maebhsbees, Chap, 14. who that he might ani- 
mate and encourage the Fews to ſtand for their Laws, fatally 
wounded himfelt being over-zealoas, rather then he would 
give himſelf into the hands of wicked men; ſo when his 
blood was utterly gone,, ſaith the Hiſtory, he took out his 
own Bowels with his hands, and threw them upon the Peo- 
ple, calling upon the Lord of Life and Spirit, that he 
would reſtore them again unto him, viz, at the laſt and 
Great Day, and ſo he dyed. The ſame reaſon holds for 
evil ations, witneſs that expreſſion of Saint Parl; Rom, 
2. 5. But after thy hardneſs and-impenitent heart, treaſureſt 
up unto thy (elf wrath againſt the day of wrath, Now in' 
treaſuring, as' one hath well obſerved, there is, 1, A lay=' 
ing in, 2, A lying bid, 3. A bringing out again, as there ' 
js occafion. ' Thus wicked' profligate perſons, while by 
following of their Luſts they think they do ſomewhat to 
the farthering of their happineſs, they (half in the end find, 
pro Theſanro Carbones, inftead of other Treaſure, hot burn. 
ing coals. And' if ic will be thus, what is there hid that 
fhall-not be made manifeſt , that it may have its reward ? 
The'Adulterer who waits for the twilight, and ro whom 
themorning is as the ſhadow of death, ſhall. in that day be 
manifeſt at Noontide to the®view'of Men and Angels; and 
if his ' being known here puts him in the terror of the ha» 
dow of death, how terrible ſhall thzt day be to him, when 
what he hath done in ſecret (hall be proctajmed on the 
houſe top! W951 0 Gl pf | 
4+ It merits to be call'd the" Great Day, becauſe it w'll be 

a day of the greateſt combat and conqueſt, For behold, ſaith 
the 
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the Lord, by the Prophet Joel, In thoſe doys,and at that time, 
I will gather all: Nations, and will bring them down into 
the valley. of Jchofaphat, nd will plead with them there, 
Feel 3. 2.'. Behold here the Warclour, and the Triumphant 
Conqueruur; But with what Weapons will he wage War ? 
I anſwer,” with no other then the rwo cdg'd Sword of the 
Word of his mouth, wich which he will abje& againſt the 
wicked their abominable ingraticude ; fo that they. (hall 
have nothing to ſay for themſelves, no; more then te in the, 
Goſpel, who had notion! his wedding garment; 'tisfaid of 
him, he was ſpeccbleſs, Lat, 22. Suppoſe we Chriſt fitting 
iv the Air near Ferwſalcws Judging the world there where 
himſelf was judged, and uſing this, or the like language. 

' Behold mg fitting over, againſt that place where firkt ] 1a» 
bour'd,; and. -began-my Paſſion; here, - here in, Getbſemani I, 
did fiveat blood for you z here | was berray'd,” and raken, 
and led like ſome notorious Thief, or Robber into the Cizy, 
where was hurried from | one” Tribupal to another, 
" ſcourgd, buffered, abuſed, and at lenfith unjuſtly. con- 
demn'd; aſter that, lugging my Croſs, came to Mount Caly 
vary , "wWhere-1.; was Crucificd: for you. Behold the 'yery 
place. where hanging: between Heaven and. Earth, (being 
plac'd between eſo Thieves) I offer'd my {elf a Sacrifice'for 
youto the Father ; you Pi/at can witnc(s this, and you Hee 
rod, Caipbas, 4nnas, Fudas, and ye 0 Jews that opened 
thus like a pack,pf Blodd-hounds 'upon me ,, Away. with 
him; away with /him-, he is not- worthy! to live: z Cruci- 
fie! him, Crucific -him' « - Heaven: and Earth ;can witneſs 
as much, for the. Heaven that was: darkeneds,/ al} the: face 
oft, and the Hearth opened, and did cleave afunder the 
moſt rocky part of it: Nay; theſe very (cars that your eyes 
ſce in my teftifieno leſs : After this being. riſen from 
the dead, I afcended up into Heaven from this very Mount 
of ' Olives, in the' publick view /of ty Apoltles and many 
other Diſciples, to ſhew that k cane down from Heavenfor 

your 
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your Salvation, and my. Embaſſy being done was to return : 


ro my Father: The Angels at my Aſcenſton were heard to 
ſay, that I ſhould ſo-come in like manner as you ſaw me go 
into Heaven; and.I my ſelf ſpake of it to Caiphas, the chief 
Prieſts, and the 7ewr, uiing this very Language ; Ye (hall 
ſet the Son of man-(itcing on the right hand of Power, 
and coming in the Clouds 'of Heaven : why then did ye 
nor-credito great, und ſo good Teſtimony ? Behold now 
my condition is: chang'd with yours, ye late once as Judges, 
- and[ was the Priſoner at the Bar, now ye are the Malcta- 
&ors,and I am the Judge ; (ce my hands and my feet, that it 
is I my (elf, ſee the very holes that ye dig'd with your in- 
ſtruments of cruelcy in this Body of mine. Theſe like fo 
many mouthscry out againſt you, theſe accuſe and condemn 
you t go ye unworthy Wreaches, ye Chrift-Killers, get ye 
packing into unquenchable fire ; and ye © Infidels, Turks, 
and profligate Chriftians, who know theſe things, or mighr 
have knuwn them, but ye have negle&cd, bur ye have de- 
{piſed,and contemed whatſoevey 1 did, and faffer'd; ye ac- 
counted the Blood of the Covenant an unholy thing, ye choſe 
tather tofollow: the diftates of yoor own Luftsthen of my 
Law: ye preferr'd Riches, and ſrnſual Pleaſures, and mo- 
mentary Proferments, before Ercrnal Salvation promis'd by 
rez yemadea mock of me when I threatned Eternal Tor= 
merits: now ye ſee him whom ye have deſpiſed, now ye 
knd&my words to bc more then wind , my Tincatnings not 
td be vain; but true; my Promiſes not to.be Chimera's, bux 
realities z now ye experience your Delights and Dignities, 
and finfub Pleaſures ye fomuch magnified, to be vain 2 
fallacious: now yeſce how fooliſh, and fortiſh, and ſenſcle's 
ye have bectvin your love; ye now lament and bewail with 
a paſſionate wringing of your hands, agd beating of your 
breaſts, but too. late, and therefore ail in vain. Go there. 
fore ye Wicked, go ye Ingcateful, go ys Infidels, go ye Cur- 
fcd into everlaſting Fire prepared for the Devil and his An- 
gels : 
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gels ; burfor you: my Apoſtles, who- (aw me 'in-this place 
Condemn'dy Scourg;d}, Crucifi'd,: Myrcher'dy-and yet 'be- 
liev'd inamefollowed me throw the ſame Red Sea of Blood; 
. an&-you Aroſtolical, : and Religious: Petſons, who did con» 
temnthe ;world,; and were not aſhamid .of my Croſs, eſ- 
pouv'd mhy Poverty and Humility, propagating my Dodrine 
and Faich.#hroughout rhe: whole world : andas for you, O 
yo Faithf6}:orice1xwho! did! believe in me:your Redeemer, 
hope in» me;1dove, warthip; and obey ime; leading a life 
worthy :of me; a- ſober, 'zightcous, and a:godly life, who * 
did Jock for*that blefſed bope, and this my fecond coming 
co judgment; 'Come ye; come ye my Elc&, come ye blefled 
of my:Father, inherit the: Kingdom __ for you;"from 
the Foundation of:the world. That then muſt needs-be a 
Greas Day' thatdetermines bufnely of: ſuch great Concern- 
ment.” = _—_ - 


5. It may beſtid the. Gzeats Day, becauſe that,day will 
[= an end to the world, will-put a period totime, totrou- 
. bles; and all kind of (impigties, and to all: the labours and 

endeavours 'of menu; Thus:thoſe days among! the Romany 
werecall'd Great Days,: which did:put-an end to great and 
grievous Troubles: Alexander got the Appellation of Great 
in that he won ſtrong holds, ard ſlew the Kings of the Earth, 
{o that the whole world ſtood inawe of him, it was hufh 
. and filent, but that filence continued ' not Jong, but till his 
death, which ſoon came to paſs, - But Chriſt the King of 
Kings'in that_ Great Day, when he hath deftroy'd all the 
wicked, he ſhall-impoſc a perpetual and univerſal ſilence on 
the whole world. - Then the Heavensſhall be filent becauſe 
their motion ſhall ceaſe, and fo conſequently the viciflitude 
of day and night, winter and ſummer muft ccafc too; The 
motion of the' Elements ſhall ceaſe, and ſo conſequent] 
Clouds, Winds, Rain,Hail, Tempeſts, and Earthquakes wiſl 
beno more: All Creatores wilt be rilent, becauſe there 
Will be none to make any diſturbance: * All the —_ 

rts, 
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Arts, Diſciplines, Def Quarrels, 'and Contentions of 


Men will be filent, uſc all things that were in motion 
will obtain their period z methinks our Saviour. pointed at 
this (as it were) with his finger ; for when he read that 
place in the Prophet. Iſaiab, which runsthus, The Spirit of 
the Lord 3s wpon me, &c. to Preach the acceptable year of 
the Lord, Er Diem retributionis , and the Day of Retribu- 
tion, "tis ſaid, heclos'd the Book, Lake 4. 18, hinting thus 
much to us, that in that Great Day of Reſtitution, or Retri- 
bution, all things ſha] have an end, and the Heavens be 
roll'd up like a Book or Scrolly®hce morg# This Day of 
.the-Lord; ic may be ſtil'd the Great Day, becauſe the be- 
ginning of. that Great Day call'd aro + A Type of which 

ay- we may, read of jn the Book of Foſnah, Chap. 10. 
when Joſngh that he might purſue his Enemies to purpoſe, 
caus'd the Sun- to ſtand fill ; The Sun and Moon ſtood till 
the ſpace of one. whole day, fo that one day was as; long as 
two , ſaith the Son of Syrach; there was no day. like that, 
Thi or after ir, faith the Holy Ghoſt, -Foſwab 10.. 14. 


Thuswhen Qbriſt ſhall encounter his Enemics, he will make 
the Sun and Moon to ſtand till till he hath reveng'd him- 
ſclf upon them : But becauſc-that yengeance is to be Erer- 
nal, the Day myſt be Eternal too: I may adde,as. in theiDay 
of 7Jo{mab's yiRtory one part of +the Heaven was always 
bright, -and the: other dark, thus in that Day it will be 
eternally light to the Ele&, but as long darkneſs with the 
Damned ; - What ſhall, we think thoſe People thought in 
the timeof Foſuah, who in the oppoſite part of the Heavens 
had ( long night, with: what a deal of perplexity did they 
expet day? and if ſo, what will an Eternal night be? but 
jt co.an Excrnal Night be added an Etcrnal Priſon, ever- 
laſting Hunger, and Thirſt, a never-dying Worm, an 
Eternal Stink, an Eternal Harrour, Eternal Weeping, and 
Wailing, an Eternal Fire,.asnd whatever miſery the mind 
of man is able to think ob; ©ualis ill nox crit ! Tell me, 
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If yo ure wble, whet-@ Night chit will- be? Gopd reaſon 
 rbenthere Ts rhatebis Duy'of the Lord ſpoken of here in my 
Lhe oo dpote gb Die Magnus, "the Great Day. 
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be tingy: of Dreedfol. *'Bebold 1 witt [ind 
= bg, ; before the Coming” of the Great and 


Coed the Dreadfultiefs of that Day will 
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ET his Dratful toming to tht, which Sabie 
| reed th in wich wt _ le 7. Bebotd - 
ax with anf{ tvery eye ſhall fee bi 
Chirfor theri of this j* nt wil be a Clout: BY oy nk 
CONTI? a vhe as was' that, whith de- 
Fended the Traeteter from extrem of hear tm tht Ne 
gave then liphe by niphc ? Or tike that tle Cloud 
the days of Ear, no bigger ar firft then ns mans Ha 
which in brought raih to'the* parched Earth? cet- 
that are for this ſervice will not be 
often bthold, coaſting about the Re- 
Teas iey are Uriver bythe nds, and' = 
ploying thertiſeIves to the refrelſhmene i he. arch, 
flormy rempeſtuous Clouds brearhing Fire, and oe 
Forth Hor 1 himder«bolts : hence is that, es 3. Our 
Got fhill come, ani ſhdll-0t keep filence, a Fire ſhatt” devour 
before him, ' and it ſhall be' very tempeſſwoncs round about bim : 
Not before him only, but, which is very obſervable, round 
abour him, left the wicked ſhould hope to y creep- 
ing behin@ him. ' That was a tettible Fempeſ I read *of 
that- befel Alexander the Great, and his 'Army marching 
ro the Country of Gobiza, when dy reaſon 'of continual 
Thondting, an and Lightning wich All: Stones, and Light. 
Bolt", the- Army wa? dif-ranked, f6 rhar they windred 
many 
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many ways ; but alds that was nothing to the rout that 
will be at the coming of this Judge z Saint Pax in his firſt 
Epiſtle to the Theſſ#/onians, Chap. 1. 8. he ſays that he will 
cone in flaming fire, taking vengeance or! them that know 
not\'God:z *tis true, oor Saviour hath appeared comfor- 
tably co-his,” though over-ſhadow'd with a Cloud, as at 
IG 3 bur when he comes in a warlike man- 
ner againſt his Enemies, as he will do then, his appearance 
malt necds be Dreadful. 


"4, This 'Dreadfelneſs will conſiſt in his being known, 
Revelations 2, ver, 14. we may-rcad of onc in the midft 
of the ſeven Golden Candlcſticks like to the Son of man, 
which ſhews that Chriſt che Judge of the world will be 
{6 manifeſt” as to be acknowledgid : Then there ſhall be 
vo coriteſt abu him, as whether he be Elias, or o_ 
a1 , ot the Bupniſt, ſuch queſtions as theſe: ſhall then be 
put out of 'queſtion, Neither ſhall he come obſcurely, 
aj when ;he came (firſt 'if the fleſh : Bur why is he ſaid to 
be like the Sor of man only, and is not call'd the Son of 
man, as he was call'd when he liv'd on Earth > becauſe, 
ſaith one, Sicut in Chriſto aliquando Divinitatis ſue glo« 
rid '4czaltabat 'Humanias, &c. ''As the Humanity once 
obſcur'd. in Chriſt the Glory of his Divinity, ſo- now the 
mearinefs* of his Humanlry will ſcer ro be ſwallow'd up 
of the Glory of his Majeiiy; as then at firſt heappear'd 
{6 meanly; rhat lierke'be nothing of his Divinity externally 
(Hew'd ic {eify. fo arts coming' eo Judgment he will ap- 

eſo fpltndent, and'glorious, that he will be believed 
yall to be the Son of God. Suffer me here a little to 
expoltulact z''1f poweefal | Herod fear'd him lying in the 
Manger; Wilf he not be much more fear'd fictirig upon his 
Throtie 7 1 ih Buyers and Sellers were drove out of the 
Temple bytdim havingi'a ſeowge: of ſmall cords only in 
his hand, who ſhall ſtand before him puniſhing to _ 
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with Scorpio If be fo ſtuwy'd-:a ' whole: Troop. of | his 
Enemies in the 'Garden at the - ſpeaking'.of one © word, 


 tharthey fell backwatdy .whar' Terror will it be-tc hear 


him pronounce: the laſt: Sentence of Damnation ? What - 
amazement'and ſhame will take hold of:chent: who cither 
believ'd' him not robe (God, or did not» believe: in. bim a» 
righr, or 'honour'd: bim not with a' good+ life, . who yet 
confeſs*d him to.be' God wirh-cheir lips >: Then Herod will. 
look upon him with aſtoniſhment as 'the ' wiſeſt, 'whom 
when on Earth he did cauſe to be gorgeouſly artir'd like 
a'fool, on; purpoſe to laugh.at him, and deride im. ';'Then 
Caiphas will behold him: coming m the Clouds of Heaven, 
as he himſelf told him to his head, whom therefore he did 
Xarres eu Blaſphemer,, Then will Pate fee him whom 

.expor d:to/ ther People to be ſeen, nay, deliver'd up to 
their” brutiſh, will. -- Then will the Jews know whether he 
was their King whom they deny'd;-and then thall all wick- 
ed wretches, who ſaid m'the pride of their hearts, Nolumus 
bunc regnare, we wilt-not have this*Chciſt to Reign over 
us, ſee him Reigning over them, and Arraigning them 
both as King and Judge, | ? 

i T # ; 


3: In the Autbority, and Power he ſhall be inveſted with, 


| ſhadow'd forth bythe Garment he was cloath'd with, which 


reach'd down tohis: feor, - Rev. 1. 13- Kings, ſaith the Pro- 
verb, have Jong; hands, but they are.not ſo long, but ſome 
ſometimes cſcape onpuniſh'd in ſome: blind places of. their 
Kingdoms: ' From this Judge there is no flinching ;' every, 
Tranſgreflion,. and ' Tranſgreffor from him ſhall reccive a 
Juſt recompence of 'reward'; even thoſe Corruptions that 
are moſt inward, and lye up in. the heart of the Country, 
as it were; thoſe Pollutions, not of flcſh only (that is,world- 
ly laſts, and groſs evils) but of ſpirit alſo, more; ſpiricuat 
loſts come within his cogn'zance: He eyes. not only the aQt- 
but the intention, ft 

4. The 
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4. The Dreadfwlneſs of this Day of the Lord ccniits fn 
the rigorouſneſs of the Judge. *Tis true, he. is ſaid to 
be girt about the paps with a golden girdle, but this 
denotes ſeverity as well as mercy : The pardoning of the 
Thief on the Croſs ; thelong waiting for the Converſion 
of the Fews, and the patience of his which we daily ex- 
erciſe, ſhews that he hath paps; Burt a time will come, 
1 mean, the Day of Judgment, when he will ſhut up his 
boſome, and girt it cloſe about with a girdle of gold, 
tro ſhew the juſtice of ſuch a proceeding , they being de- 
ferved]y deſpis'd then, who deſpiſe him now when he offers 
the milk of Grace, and Mercy unto them, 


5. In the Equity of the Judge this Dreadfulneſ will con- 
liſt ; his head, and his hairs, 'tis ſaid, were white like 
Wool, as white as Snow, Rev, 1, 14 that is, the Decili« 
ons, or Concluſions of this Judge will be moſt pure, moſt 
truc, and moſt juſt. *Tis confeſt in the Fifth Chapter of 
the Canticles, where he is deſcrib'd reſembling one that is 
young ; his locks arc ſaid to be buſhy, and black as a 
Raven: Becauſe here in this life we experience Chriſt be. 
nign, and liberal, for he .rewards true repentance with 
receiving into his favour, gives Heaven for a few Cordial 
Sighs, or Groans, proceeding from an humble, and a 
contrite Heart z but the caſe will be alter'd when he 
comes to fit in Judgment, then he will appear white as 
Snow, the Ancient of days, not to be wrought upon 
to ſhew favour, Youth ( you know }) is more liberal 
then old Age: Ancient people hardly . part. wich any 
thing, as knowing the difficulty of getting what youth 
freely gives, by 


6. His Eyes, %tis ſaid, were like a Flame of Fire, that 
Is, agile, nimble, and able to penetrate any thing ; hence 
15 that of the Apoſtle, Heb: 4. 15. v* 351 KTiots doavis a 
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wor dvis. There is not any creature that is not manifeſt 
in his fight, but all things are naked , y TrTpaxmouire 
and opencd unto the eyes of him with whom: we have to 
do: naked' for the out-(ide ; diflefted, quartered , cleft in 
the back-borie ' for- the in-fide; Eraſmar renders it reſie 
Finath, making it 4' M:taphor from jthoſe that Tye with 
their faces upward, that all Pafſengers may fee who rhey 
are. Thow numbreſt my ſteps , faith Fob; he did no leſs 
then confeſs that' he kept an exat account of every fin of 
his, of every ftep-chart he trod” awry, yea, thongh it were 
bur forme wry motion of his mind, fo curious and critical 
he is in his obſervation, evett then when ro many he 
ſcems roſlcep, and to ſhut his eyes, and to ſee nothing, he 
eakes notice of every thing. Of this Judge it is ſaid, 
Pſalm 11. His eyes bibcld, bis eje-lids try the Children of 
men, Where his eye points out his knowledge, and his cyc- 
lids his critical deſcant.' Thoſe Creatures that have ficry 
eyes can ſcein the night ; and there is nothing bur is open 
to the fight of this Judge. Again, *Tis ſaid, his Feet 
were like fine Braſs, as if burned in a Furnace : which may 
fignifie the inflexiblenefs of this Judge, proceeding from 
a ardent 2:al todo Juſtice : while life lafts he is pleaſed 
ro bend his fret, and bow them going forth in a way 
of Commiſeration, and compaſſion towards the Soris of 
Men: but it fhalt not be ſo, when he a&s the Jadge : 
Then his Legs will be Marble, and his Feet Braſs , 
where he placeth his Foot , "there it ſhall inflexibly 
| ſtand. This very «hing is fignified (likewiſe by the ewo- 
fold Rot, which the Scripture ſpeaks of ; the one is a 
Rod of Woed, mentioned Pſalm 23, which Rod is eafily 
bow'd if any thing of weight be faſtned: to the end of ir, 
but the other altogether inflexible as being a Rod of Iron, 
ſpoken of, Pſalm >.” which the Hbly Ghoſt rhere rors 
into the hand of this'Judge. '* Tis poſſible that the Reds 
of earthly Jadgrs may be bow'd it a' Purſe of Money be 
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ty'd at the end of them z but the Rod of this Judge is not 
of Wood, but Iron, and fo is inflexible, | 


To proceed ; His yoice is ſaid to be as the ſound of ma- 
ny Waters, terrible —_—_— as the noyſe of a whole Ar- 
my that js heard far, and near. A River or Stream thar is 
damm'd up for a time, when once it breaks forth, the 
noyſe it makes is inutterable, not ro beexpreft, No won- 
der then if the Occan of the wrath of God ftreightned, 
as it were, for ſo many thouſand years, at length breaks 
forth like the ſownd of many Waters. T have a long time 
held my Peace, ſaith the Lord himſelf, I have been {till , 
and refrain'd my ſelf, now will I cry like a traveiling Woe 
man, / will deflroy, and devour at once, Iſaiah 42. 14« 
If Job was forc'd to ſay, Deftruftion from God was a 
terrour to me, and by reaſon of his Highneſs I could 
not endure; How will the Damned be able to bear the 
weight of that Sentence, Ariſe ye Dead, and come to Judge 
ment? or cf that, / was an Hungry, and ye gave me no 
meat, I was thirſty, an4 ye gave me no drink,, &c, And 
if theſe whiſperings, as 1 may ſay, be ſo terriBle, how 
terrible and inſupportable will the pronouncing of this 
Sentence be; Jte maledidli, Go, or Depart from me ye 
exr/ed into everlaſting fire? words which breath nothing bur 
fire, and brimſtone, ſtings, and horrors, 


Neither is this all, for 'tis ſaid, out of bis menth went 
a ſharp two edged Sword, which ſome interpret of the 
definitive Sentence of the Jucge, ard its Exccuti n: 
citing that paſſage in Denteronomy, Chap. 32. 41, If 
I whet my glittering Sword, and my hind take hold of 
Fudgment, ] will make mine Arrows drunk with Blood, 
and my Sword ſhall devonr fliſh, that is, ſay they, ſhall 
conſume all the Corrapribility of the fleſh, fo that the bud 
as well as the grod fhall be incapable of dying any 


more. 
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more, The Sword was two. edg'd, to [ſhew the 7... 
Fulneſs of this, doubticls, to the Bad, yea,, and to the 
Good alſo at firſt, tillthey have recolle&ed, or beiier le 
thought themſelves; terrible it will be to the Bad, bee atife 
_ they; know, themſelves guilty, and 4#crrible to the Guod 
toog ,fince they know : they cannot ftand in judg:cnt 
, without »God's Grace, cannot by any ſtrength of their 
own eſcape, Thus while the Parent correQts a refrafory 
Child;the more ingenuous, and obedient fear, and tremble, 
” becauſe they think they may commit the ſame fault for 
which the other is beaten: As the wicked ſhall be Gre to 
be.condemned, that are on the left hand, ſo the righte= 
ous ſhall hardly be ſaved, that are on the right band, 


*Tis added by Saint Fohn in his Deſcription of this 

#dge, That his Countenance was as the Szn in his 

rength, or.in its Zenith, If the righteous ſhall ſhine as 
the Sun in the Kingdom of their Father, as. they ſhal}, 
Mat, 13. 43. how much more bright ſhall Chriſt ſhine, 
who will appear in the ſtrength of his own glory } Chriſt 
was a Sun on Earth, who roſt, as I may ſay, at his 
Nativity, .and ſet or went doinat his Death. But alas, 
how few minded. that Day of his, becauſe that Sun was 
obſcur'd with the Cloud of 'his Humanity, much more 
by the darkneſs of the Jews  obſtinate blindneſs. He 
roje again at his Reſwrreon, beginning, as it were, ano« 
ther day; was in the Aſcendant, when he Aſcended at 
the Day of J#dgment he will be in the Meridian, and 
will never. ſet again unleſs it be ' to the wicked, from 
whom he will for ever obſcure himſelf, not vouchſafing 
them the leaſt ray of the light of his Cotn:cnance to all 


Eternity, 


Thus 1 have ſhew'd you 'in what reſpc&s the Day of 
the Lord may ftiV'd, Dies Mignus, the Great Day, and 
| in 
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in what reſpe&s the Dreadfal Day, As in reſpe& of the 
Judges dreadful coming to judgment mounted on the 
Clouds ; in reſpe& of his being well known to all to be 
the ſame as was judg'd, and unjuſtly condemn'd ; in reſpect 
of his. Authority, rigour, and ftri& juſtice that he will 
execute, in reſpec of his picrcing eyc, his incxorableneſs; 
his dreadful denouncing of Sentence; and in reſpe& of his 
brightneſs, every Ray of which will be as a Dagger to ſtab 
th: Reprobates at the very heart. 


I come now (according to my promiſe) to ſpeak Joint» 
ly of theſe two Epithites by way of Application to our 
ſelves of what hath been already ſaid. 

I. Then is there a day, that the Lord hath appointed 
to judge the world in? Then let us take Saint Pax/'s gol- 
den Counſel which he gives to his Corinthians, _Let us 
jadge nothing before the time , until the Lord come, 
who will bring to light the hidden things of darkneſs, 
and will make manifeſt -the counſels of the heart, 1 Cor. 
4+ 5- Ler no man anticipate this Judge, take his office 
out of his hand by judging his brethren, Exa@ know- 
ledge is requiſite in a Judge, the eyes of Man are too 
dim to judge of the Aﬀions of others, becauſe they can- 
not ſee into the heart, their root, or fountain, for God 
alone is the ſcarcher of the Heart, Hence it is that 
holy men in this life arc oft judg*d to be Hypocrites, 
when as on the contrary, the gliftring Glow-worm of 
morality in this dark night of the world goes under the 
the notion of holineſs, and integrity. Thus the righteous 
are condemn'd, and the wicked uſtihed by theſe who 
judge after the light of their eyes, according to appearance, 
and nt righteous judgment. 


2. Is this day coming 7 The thought of this ſhould take 
off the whicels of their Chariots , make them drive _ 
FO | \Uy, 
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vily, who walk not only, but run in the way of their 
hearts, and in the fight of their eyes, thoſe windows of 
wickednefs, and loop-holes of luſt, Know this whoſoever 
thou art thac. takeſt thy wing in finful courſes, thar God 
wil! bring the to Judgment, cither in this life as he did 
Hophni, and Phinezs, Nadab, and Abibu, or infallibly 
at thy Death's day, which is thy Dooms-day, then God 
will bring thee per force be thou never fo loath to come 
to it, he will hale thee to his Tribunal be it never (o much 
againſt the heart, and againſt the hair of thee. 


To contra@, will this Day of the Lord/which is coming, 
be a great and terrible or dreadful day In fo many [reſpetts 
as you.have heaxd ? Then as you tender the ſafety of your 
immortal Souls in that Day, foak them before in the. 
con{ideration of ity and* to this end ſuffer me to furniſh 
you with a few Meditations, which may conduce tothe far- 
ther ſetting home of what hath been already ſaid on this 
ſubje&t ' As Almighty. God' hath ſhar'd his Pow'c in the 

eating of things, bis Wiſdom . in the Government of 
them, his' Mercy in the Reſtauration of. ſaln man, ſo he 
hath reſerved his jufice in puniſhing of wicked to be. de- 
clared eminently on this Day, Tis true, the wicked meet 
often with ſome of Gods vengeance here in this Jif: ; bur 
that is only as the heat-drops to the ſwinging ſhower of 
Gods wrath, and indignation, which on rþis day will 
take hold upon” them ; *cis-but the bricf Preface to the 
hupe "Volume 'of miſcry'that then will atrain them, For 
if he made ſuch variecy of things to ſhew his power, {© 
wonderfully hath qualified them. as he hath done to ſhew his 
wiſdom: If he hath done, and ſuffer'd fo. much as he hath 
done that he: might manifeſt his mercy to all, what think 
you wull he do when he (ers bjeaſelf about it, -makes. jr bis 
buſineſs to manifeſt the greatneſs, of his juſtice ? Or, if, you 
will thus, to make this day appear ſomewhat more —_— 
a 
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ful yet; If when he intended to ſhew the . greatneſs of his 
mercy, He the Son of God would be born in a Stable, lye 
in a Manger, converſe with finners here in the world, and 
at length for wretched ſinners be apprehended, bound, 
ſpit upon, buffeted, crown'd with thorns, ridiculouſly ar- 
ray'd, bear his Mſſy Croſs on his own ſhoulders, and at 
laſt on it be Crucified between two MalefaRtors; if, I ſay, 
the Son of God deigned to undergo ſuch things tothe aſto- 
niſhment of Heaven, and Earth, Men, and Angels, and 
this to declare the greatneſs of his Goodneſs, and-Mercy : 
Then conceive, if you can, what he will do when he in- 
tends fully ro declare the greatneſs of his Juſtice, kept wich 
much long-ſuffering and patience till this Great Day. If 
you would have this farther illuſtrated, then thus : Saint 
Luke in his relation of the manner of Saint Pau!'s Conver- 
fion, tells us, in the 9. Chap. of the As, that after he was 
diſmounted he heard a voice, ſaying, Saul, Sanl, why 
perſecuteſt them me ? and he ſaid, who art thou Lord ? and 
the Lord aid, Iam Jcſus whom thou perſecuteſt; and he 
trembling, and aftoniſhed , ſaid, Lord what wilt thou have 
me to do? To apply this to our purpoſe, If the Apoſtle 
was ſtruck with ſuch trembling, and aſtoniſhment, when 
he did but come to the knowledye that ic was Feſus whom 
he perſecuted, cryirg out, Lord m1.2: wilt thaw bave 
to do? as if he ſhould have (aid, bchold I am rca- 
dy to belicve, ready to obey, ready to dye for thee, 
ready to ſuff:r any thing ar thy hand for what [ have 
ignorantly done : Oh what fear, what trembling, what 
amazement, what horror, will rake hold of the wick«d, 
when they ſhall ſee Chriſt coming in ſuch Glory, and Ma- 
jeſty, and Power, whom they for them embracing of m«{t 
vile things have negle&ed, contemned, and defpis'd, to 
ſpeak the beſt of it 5 whoſe Miniſters they have ſcoft at and 
abuſed, whoſe menaces, and threats they have vilified, 
whoſe rrecious Pearls of Promiſes, and whoiſume Admo- 
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nicions. they, like Swine have rRneyer on, .Whoſe Livery 
they have worn, but have ſery'd themſclves. ; Neither is je 
to. be paſt by. without wonder. that fo much trembling, 
and aſtoniſhment _ ſhould ſurprize Saint Par! ; for whar 
dreadfulncs could there be in that voice that. courtcou ly 
call'dhim (fo vile a perſon) by bis name; brought life to 
him:chat perſecuted. the Lord of life, and Glory ; promi. 
ſed Salvation to one that breath'.! forth: notbing but ma- 
lice and hatred; kindly received ſo cruel an Enemy? And _ 
yet being not able to bear up under the weight of this 
voice from Heaven, nor to endure that beam or glympſe of 
'the Divine Majeſty, *tis aid, be fell on tbe Earth as if de. 
Rtituce of life and. ſpiric: What then will their Torment, 
and Deſtraticon, be whom. the ſame Majeſty of God ſhall 
entertain not with ſmiles, but frowns, not with life, bue 
death and dcſtruion; , not with any token of love, but 
witha drawn ſword, and all manner of cruelty ? cer- 
tainly, they that cannot endure him calling them to Repen- 


- tance, will not be able to endare him coming to take 


Vengeance, they that cannot bear the guilt of their fins, 


will never endure'to look the Avenger of fin in the face. 


Mountainous {nners at this Great and Dreadful day will be 
forc'd to call upon the Mountains to fall upon them, and 
the Hills to hide them from the preſence of him that ſhall 
fit as Judge on his Throne. T ſhall ſhut up my diſcourſe 
with this ſtory : When Sepores King of Perſia raifd a vic- 
lent Perſecution againſt the Chriſtians ; one Vjthazanes an 
old Nobleman, a Courtier, that had Sapores Government * 
in his. Minority, being a Chriſtian, was fo terrifiet, that he 
left off his Profeſſion ; but he ſitting at the Court-gate when 
Simeon an aged Biſhop frown'd upon him; and turn'd away 
his face with indignation, as being loth to Jook upon a 
man that had deny*d the Faith » Vſtbaz nes fell a weep- 
ing, faith my Author, went into his chamber, put. off his 
Courtly attire, and brake out into theſe words, 4b ! how 


ſpall 
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ſhall I appear before the Great God of Heaven, whom 1 bave 
deny'd, when Simeon but a man will nt look, on me? if be 
frown, how! will God look upon me , wh:n I come before his /. 
Tribunal ? The thought of Gods Judgment Seat wrought / 
ſo firongly upon him, that he recover'd his ſpiritual ſtrength, 
and dyed a Glorious Martyr. Thus did but men conſider, 
that they muſt one day ſtand before the Bar of Gods Tri- 
bunal, they would be caſting up how things ſtand betwixc 
him and their own Souls: would any man loyter away 
the day when he knows he muſt ſhew his work to his Ma- 
ſter at night? Let every man in all bis doings remember 
his end, and, ſo he (hall never do amiſs, remember that 
all muſt come to a reckoning, in this Great and Dreadfnl 
day, and that though here in this world men may wear 
Vizard Masks of Hypocrilie, yet when they contider 
they ſhall be plucke off in that day, ic will be a means 
that they will order their lives fo that their appearance 
may be with comfort. , 


l have done wich my Text, and ic may now be expeted 
that I ſhould ſpeak ſomewhat of the occaſion. For you 
are to know we at preſent ſolemnize no leſs then the Fu» 
neral of the Metrop»lis of this Nation. Bur if you look 
that I (though preſetit when it was on Fire, and a Fel- 
low-Suff:rer with many of you) ſhould prefent you. with a 
Hypotypeſis or Deſcription of that moſt lamentable and 
devouring Fire, as it is deſerved!y ftiPd ; you muſt excuſe 
me if I fruſtrate your expeRation 5 that I conceive is more 
lively ro be depainted by a Penlil, then a Pen, and bertcr 
expreſt ona Table or Draught then by the Tongue, only thus 
much 1 ſhall ſp:ak : As it isfaid concerning the roll of 2 
Book given 4o Ezekiel, that it was written within and 
wichout, and there was .written therein Lamentation and 
Mourning, .and Woe, Ezek, 2. So in every circumltance 
that accompanied this diſmal Conflagration, Jnr4grent 
was Writ a*in Text Letter”, whether we conſt er ihe rms 
whim 
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when it firſt broke forth, the dead of night ; or the 
Place, a cloſe narrcw Lane, ' where many Houſes were 
burn'd down before any: Engines cculd come to play in 
order to the excinguilhing of ir 5 or Manner of it, burn- 
Ing againſt the 'wind fo fiercely, that ir ſpared no Fa-. 
brick in its way though never fo avevſt and ſtately : 
Churches now prov'd no Sanftuarics as in the time of other 
Fires: I may adde, it was an amazing Judgment, which 
deladed People; and deprived them of the uſe of their 
reaſon. 1 believe there are ſome here preſent, who with 
my (elf, did not think that ever the Adverſary and -Ene. 
my, that"Dreadfol © Fire would have centred inth our 
Streets, the place where it began being fo far diſtant 
from our Habitations: And fo you'l fay this Fire well 
deſerves both the Epitheres in my Text, Great and Dread- 
ful; as if Almighty God had e to London in termi. 
nie, expreſly under the name or notion of a Forreſt, as 
once he did to Jernſalom, Exch. 20 47. Behold, I will 
kindle a Fig in thee, and it ſhall devour every green 
Tree in thee, and every dry Tree in thee, the flaming 
flame fh4ll not be quenched, &c. And all flcſh ſhall fee 
that 1 the Lord have kindled ir, and jt ſhall not be 
- quenched: Tthe Lord who am a conſuming Fire, *Twas 
brought to paſs then, Deo irato, & irritato, God being not 
only angry, but provok'd. It was not Tong before this 
Fire- hapned that God viſited this City with the Plague of 
Peſtilence, which walkt in as mxch fate alonz the Streets 
as ever the chief Magiffrate of it did; irs retinve wore a 
kind of Purple to the fatal ſpots being of that «colour. 
O the high flence that I was witneſs of (ro Gods Glory 
be it ſpoke) in many places of the City, at other times 
clamorous and tumultuous enough! Had ir been aske 
where dwells ſuch a one, the anſwer would have been, 
be is dead, where his Wiſc? dead, where his Chi!- 
dren ? dead, where his Mang his Mid? dead, Pale 
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Death fate in the Windows, kept Shop, ſeal'd up Doors, fo 
that none durſt enter. But London ſoon forgat this Tra- 
gedy ; her filchineſs was in hcr +kirts, ſhe remembred nor 
her laſt end, or rather how near to her end (in ſome ſenſe) 
ſhe was brought : God had no ſooner turn*d her for- 
row into joy ; her fighing into ſinging z her mourning into 
melody , her prayers into praiſes, her Tears into Trizmphs, 
but they, nay, we made a bad uſe of his mercy, till a 
Flood of Fire brake in upon us, as a Deluge of Water 
did on the old World. Hence it was that ſhe came down 
wonderfully, to uſe that expreſſion in the Lamentation of 
Jeremy, — Lomdons incogitancy and 
and inconfideratenels, togerher with the licentious lewdnefs 
following thereupon, not to ſpare the place of my Na- 

tivity, brough: her dowty with a vengeance to fit in 
Aſhes, as Jo's calamirties brought him to the Dunghit. 
You may ſuppoſe: her then as a difconſolate Matron uſing 
theſe words ; Is it nothing to you all ye that paſs by, be- 
hold, and ſee it there be any defo'ation like unto my 
deſolation, which is done unto meF* wherewith the Lord 
hath afliftcd mein the day of his fitrce, or ficry anger : 
He hath fent Fire among my buildings, and it hath pre- 
vailed againſt me, he hath made me defolate, Is ic in 

the wiſhes of you the Inhabitants of this place, whoſe ha. 
bications are yet ſtanding, that they ſhould not partake 
of Londons puniſhment ? would you-thar' your Bbrbe! (in 
which through God s goodneſs ye are affembled at this 
time) ſhould never be turn'd into Bethaten ? would you 
not have Tecob: 4 written upon all that you- can call Beau- 

tiful and Glorious ? rhen ſee you decline ſuch' fins as are 

mentioned in the fpecifick Prayer for this 6ccafion. Neither 

are we to forget that in the midft of Judgmerit God re- 

membred mercy: not only in not confumimg the whole 
Suburbs that were contiguous, but in ſparine ſome of the 

City, and in bleſſing the endeavours of the rn" 
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of it even to. amiracle.: The lictle-time 1 have been. in it, 
I have ſeenenough to be thankful for while I'live ; Ag if 


- when-in its rubbiſh it had been ſolemnly buried by ſome 


of her Miniſters in ſeveral places of it, ſaying, {tnce it hath 
pleas'd Almighty God in his rightcouſneſs to take away 
from us. our..dcar Habitations in.which we ſo much de- 
lighted, we commit:them to the ground, Earth ro Earth, 
Aſhes ro Aſhes, Rubbiſh to Rubbiſh, in ſure and certain 
hope to ſee them ,.to have ſuch a; Glorious ReſurreAion 
(like a Phenix out of its Aſhes): as ſhall create wonder in 


+ all that ſhall behold jr, and this through. his Almighty 


Power who is able tu ſubdue not perfons only, but all 
things to himſclf, even the vaſteſt, Struftures, and can with 
as-much caſe give them a being, again, Or as it the whole 
Body of her Inhabitants, to the,credir of us their Teachers, 
had ſaid, ſecing the: Fire approaching their Habitations, 
well, Gods wil be done, we. brought nething into this 
world, neither ſhall we carry any thing out of ic, the Lord 
£ave, and the Lord hath taken away, blefi:d-be the rame 
of the Lord, Nay, we know that if theſe carthly Houſes of 
ours, theſe Candle Raves, old Timber .Bni!dings be dil- 


. folv'd, he conſum'd by Fire, we ſhall have buildings run 


up ſo firongly, and fo, ſuddenly; as if xhey had: been made 
without hands; nay, we ſhall have buildings of Cods own 


. making, for excepe the Lord build the houſe, they labour 


in vain. that build ic. There is no good to be done unleſs 
Gad, ſer his Fiat to it, and ſay let it be done, If he blaſt 
and not, bleſs mens endeavours and policics, th:y are all 
but Arena fine Calce, (and without lim-, they wy} nor hang 
together, but like untemper'd. Mortar fall afunder. The 
Fews at this day. when they build a houſe, they are, ſay the 
Rabbins, to lcaye one. part of it unfurviſht, and lying rude, 
in remembrance that Toafolem and the Tempie areat pre- 
ſent deſolate ; at leaſt they uſe to leave abour a, yard ſquare 


of the houſe unplaiſtred, on which they write in great 
; letrers 
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letters that of the Pſilmiſt, 1f 1 forget thee 6 Jeruſalem, let 
my right hand forget its cunning. | know not whether any 
of you tHar arc Building or have Buile your Houſes, will 
be willing to lcave: a yard ſquare of them unplaiftred ro 
v[rite init in great letters, If / forget thee O London, &c1; 
this may , be thought too great a blemiſh in your fair 
beautiful Buildings z but 2s ever you would have the Bricks 
laid in order to continue long fo, and not to be burnt again, 
but to crumble away'between the teeth of Time z let old 
London dreadtully conſum*d by Fire have a room in your 
minds and memories, not forgetting the mercy God 
ſhew'd in the midſt of that dreadiul judgment, 


To conclude, Let thoſe of us that have been large ſharers 
in this Judgment, who are Chriſtians not by Water only 
but by Fire, heartily ber of God that we may come forth 
of the Crucible of Affliction, as Gold doth out of che fire 
rifiwd, that we may loſe rhe drofs only of orr tins, nor 


the gold of our patience, and holy ſubmiſſion to his will, 


and other graces, And you whoſe Habitations are ſtand. 
ing Monuments of Gods Goodneſs, be ſure at leaſt that 
you thus warble ic on this ſolemn day, fo often as it ſhall 
come about; If it had not been the Lord who was on our 
fide, we may well ay, if ic had'not been the Lord who was 
on cur fide when the Fire brake cu: moſt furioufly upen us, 
then the Flames had conſumed our Habications, when the 
Fire of Cods wrath was kindled againtlt us; but blcficd be 
the Lord who hath not given qour Habitations up to ruine, 
but hath mercifully plucke them as ſo many brands out of 
the fire, Beloved, God hath many ways to make deſolate, 
he can eff:& it by Fire, or Sword, or Pcſtilence, or Fa- 
mine, and there is but one ſafe way to avcid thoſe out- 
goings of his judgment, and in the Prophet Jeremir's 
language jis to take away the fore-ckins of your heut-, 
Fer, 4- 4+ That place of Scripture is well worthy my ct- 
ting of it, and your diligent attention to ir, it runs thus ; 
Circum- 
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Circumeiſe your ſelves unto the Lord, and take away the 
fore-rhjns of your beerts ye Men of Jadab, and Inhabitants of 
Jeruſalem, tft my fury come forth /ikg fire, and burn that 
none can quench it, Brgin at Adam's fin, heartily bewail 
that, and then ſet upon your beloved fin z out with that 
Eye, off with that Hand, caft away all your Tranſpreflions, 
with as great indignation as angry Ziporeh did her childs 
fore-skin; ſo will the Lord lengchen out your Tranquilley, 
neicher ſhall your iniquities be your ruine. 


